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COST Action CA18202
NECTAR — Network for Equilibria and Chemical Thermodynamics Advanced Research

Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITC)
Conference Grants (CG)

Second Call for ITC Conference Grant Applications
Third Grant Period, 1 May 2021- 31 October 2021

COST Action NECTAR opens a call for applications to ITC Conference to be developed under the
scope of the referred Action, in the terms described in this document.

The main procedures/regulations concerning ITC Conferences are governed by the COST Vademecum
(https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Vademecum-V8-1-May-20202.pdf), in particular
those described in Section 9. Please read this section prior to preparing your ITC Conference
application.

Scope of NECTAR COST Action

The thermodynamic study of chemical equilibria represents the core of many important branches of
chemistry, from coordination and supramolecular chemistry, to chemical speciation, to molecular
modelling and drug design. The importance of chemical equilibria, and chemical thermodynamics in
general, results from the simple assertion that manyproperties of elements and compounds depend
mainly on their interactions in a given system: the biological activity of anelement or molecule, or their
environmental impact can be explained by a detailed study of these interactions, whose nature and
strength can be evaluated by chemical equilibrium and other thermodynamic studies.

NECTAR combines the expertise of the large community of specialists working in the field of
thermodynamic studies ofchemical equilibria. The scopes of this Action are to create a network based
on the stimulating collaboration between them, to promote knowledge exchange, and to achieve high
technological progress. All this will be accomplished througha fruitful collaboration between young
researchers and experienced scientists, taking into consideration gender balance and maximal
geographical distribution. Innovative and integrated theoretical and experimental approaches will be
established and optimized. Overall, the outstanding quality of obtained results will serve as benchmark
for next decades,allowing their application in the above-mentioned fields and substantially impacting
on life quality of next generations.

For further details and specific objectives, please read the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) of
NECTAR COST Action: https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18202/.



http://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Vademecum-V8-1-May-20202.pdf)
http://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18202/

m—.. NcTWORK FOR EQUILIBRIA AND CHEMICAL
—

A
'S ADVANCED RESEARCH

Purpose of ITC Conference Grants

ITC Conference Grants are aimed at supporting ECI and PhD students from Participating ITC to attend
international science and technology related conferences, event or activity on the topic of the Action
that are not organized by the COST Action. For further details, please read the ITC Conference Grant
User Guide.

Eligibility criteria
The following eligibility criteria apply:

o Conference Grants are exclusively reserved for PhD students, PhD candidates, and ECI’s with
a primary affiliation in an institution located in an ITC participating in the Action.

e The applicant shall make an oral/poster presentation at the conference in question and shall
be listed in the official event/conference program. The main subject of the oral presentation /
poster presentation / speech at theapproved conference shall be on the topic of the NECTAR
Action and shall acknowledge COST.

e The participation of each applicant shall be pre-approved by the Action MC.

Additionally

o The priority is always given to applications that are related to currently ongoing Working
Groups, submitted bythe WG members, and endorsed by the WG leaders.

e The priority is given to Conferences in presence.

e In order to ensure proper distribution of funds we never send more than one person to a
single conference(especially if those people are from the same institution/country).

o ITC grantees should make their own arrangements for all provisions related to personal
security, health, taxation,social security and pension matters.

Funding

A Conference Grant is a fixed financial contribution which takes into consideration the budget request
of the applicant and the outcome of the evaluation of the application by the delegated person(s).
Conference Grants do not necessarily cover all the expenses related to participating in a given
conference. A Conference Grant is a contribution to the overall travel, accommodation and meal
expenses of the selected Grantee.

The calculation of the financial contribution for each Conference Grant shall respect the following
criteria:

e Up to a maximum of EUR 1 000 in total can be afforded to each successful applicant.
e Up to a maximum of EUR 160 per day can be afforded for accommodation and meal
expenses.

e Up to a maximum of EUR 500 can be claimed for the conference fees to be incurred by the
selected Grantee.

Virtual conference fees can be considered eligible provided all other eligibility conditions are fulfilled.


https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj7ufrru_PwAhXE_7sIHR8aBYEQFjAAegQIBRAF&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cost.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F11%2FInclusiveness-Target-Countries-Conference-Grants-userguide-V2-003-Oct-2018-1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2GyDzcjNS6hrjBFcS_1k_F
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj7ufrru_PwAhXE_7sIHR8aBYEQFjAAegQIBRAF&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cost.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F11%2FInclusiveness-Target-Countries-Conference-Grants-userguide-V2-003-Oct-2018-1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2GyDzcjNS6hrjBFcS_1k_F
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Multiple applications to several Actions by the same person to attend the same conference is strictly
forbidden and may lead to the cancellation of the grant.

The amount granted to each individual ITC CG will be determined during the evaluation process by
ITC Coordinator andmay be subjected to negotiation with the applicant(s) before approval.

Find a conference

Granted Conferences are only those strictly related to NECTAR’s aims and scopes. Suitability of
Conference will be unquestionably judged by the Evaluation Committee and ITC Coordinator.

Conferences must necessarily that take place between June 15 2021 and October 15%,2021.
How to apply
e Applicants must register for an e-COST profile at https://e-services.cost.eu/.

o The applicant encodes an ITC CG application by logging into e-COST and clicking on
the ITC ConferenceGrants tab.

The following documents are required:

e CV (Europass, including a list of academic publications, if applicable);

e ashort description of involvement in the NECTAR COST Action;

e acceptance letter from the conference organizers (confirming either applicant’s oral or poster
presentation);

e acopy of the submitted abstract;

Additionally (if available)

e Full paper about the presentation;

o The most recent conference booklet or leaflet / conference program (especially if the
Applicant is listed);

e The invitation from the organizers (for a keynote presentation, etc.).

Further details can be found in ITC Conference Grant User Guide.

Application process

The ITC conference grant evaluation procedure has been approved through e-vote by COST NECTAR
Management Committee Members. The procedure is as follows:

e ITC Conference Grants Call is launched by NECTAR ITC Conference Grants Coordinator
(stating all relevant details of application and deadline). Please note that current call is
ongoing and the applications can be submitted not later than June 30, 2021.

e After the deadline, a Committee of Reviewers (NECTAR ITC CG Evaluation Committee and
ITC Conference Grants Coordinator) pre-evaluates all submitted applications in the context
of their compatibility and relevancewith the topic of the Action. The committee also checks if
the applicant is a PhD candidate or ECI, and if he/sherepresents an ITC country.

o The result of the pre-approval is the ranking list and the actual number of applications to be


https://e-services.cost.eu/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj7ufrru_PwAhXE_7sIHR8aBYEQFjAAegQIBRAF&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cost.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F11%2FInclusiveness-Target-Countries-Conference-Grants-userguide-V2-003-Oct-2018-1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2GyDzcjNS6hrjBFcS_1k_F
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funded is determinedby the available budget.

o The Applicants that were successful during the pre-approval must then formally submit their
applications via e-COST.

o Action Chair approves the applications that has been successfully pre-approved.

e The Grant Holder sends the grant letter.

Evaluation

Your application will be first evaluated by the Evaluation Committee and by the ITC Coordinator. Then,
if the remainingbudget allows providing funding it will be submitted for approval by the Action Chair.
Priority will be given to applications that support NECTAR Aims and Scopes. Please consult NECTAR
website and NECTAR Memorandum of Understanding for details. Oral presentations will be also
preferred.

Reporting

It is expected that each ITC grantee will send a copy of their presentation/poster/paper to the ITC
Coordinator of the NECTAR Action. It will be then disseminated using the official NECTAR website,
social media, etc. The material mustbe submitted to the ITC Coordinator by email shortly after the
conference to upload a report to the e-COST platform. Photographic material from the conference (e.g.
the Applicant with the NECTAR logo in background) will be requested. 1 day and 15 days after the end
of the participation in the conference, the grantee receives a reminder to upload the scientific report.
The deadline to submit the last supporting document is 30 days from the end of the participation in the
conference. The submission of the report is mandatory or the Grant is cancelled. Late submission,
beyond the deadline, can also lead to the cancellation of the Grant. A scientific report template is
available on the Supporting documents page or on-line here:
http://www.cost.eu/ITC conference grant report template. The grantee must complete this template
andsave it in pdf before uploading it in e-COST.

Please note that the COST Association can request additional information to substantiate the
informationcontained within the documents submitted by ITC CG applicants.

Deadlines

Relevant dates are as follows:
e June 30" 2021: deadline for submission of ITC CG Applications
e Before July 15%, 2021: notification of selected ITC Granted
e October 15" 2021: deadline for the end of Conference

Contacts
Prof. Emel Yildiz Prof. Elzbieta Gumienna- Dr. Sofia Gama
CA18202 ITC Coordinator Kontecka CA18202 Action Vice-Chair
Department of Chemistry, Arts | CA18202 Science Faculty of Chemistry
& Science Communication Manager University of Biatystok
Faculty Cukurova University Faculty of Chemistry 15-245 Biatystok
01250 Adana University of Wroctaw, POLAND
TURKEY 50-383 Wroctaw
POLAND
eeyildiz@cu.edu.tr elzbieta.gumienna- sofia.gama@uwb.edu.pl
kontecka@chem.uni.wroc.pl
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